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EStart-up

Inserting/replacing batteries
See figure {A}

1 Remove battery compartment lid and attach handstrap. 

2 Insert batteries, observing correct polarity. 

3 Close the battery compartment again. Replace the batteries when the 

symbol  flashes permanently in the display.

Remove the batteries before any long period of non-use
to avoid the danger of corrosion.

Use alkaline batteries or rechargeable batteries only.

Changing the reference point (multifunctional 
endpiece)
See figure {B}

The instrument can be adapted for the following measuring situations:

• For measurements from an edge, fold out the positioning bracket until 
it first locks in place. See figure {C}. 

• For measurements from a corner, open the positioning bracket until 
it locks in place, then push the positioning bracket lightly to the right 
to fold it out fully. See figure {D}.

A built-in sensor automatically detects the orientation of the positioning 

bracket and adjusts the zero point of the instrument accordingly.

Keypad
See figure {E}:

1 ON / DIST (On/measuring) button
2 Digital pointfinder - button
3 Timer button
4 Plus (+) button
5 Minus (-) button 
6 Area / volume button
7 Indirect measurement (Pythagoras) button
8 Trapezoid button
9 Functions button
10 Reference button
11 Storage/Memory button
12 Clear/Off button
13 Menu/Equal button
14 Bluetooth button 

15 Second function button 

16 Indirect measurement with tilt sensor button 

Display in normal mode
See drawing {F.1}.

The graphics screen of the measurement window is split into different 

areas. Top left is the brightest field, which contains the currently selected 

measuring program. Just to the right appears the program submenu, which 

shows the measuring programs that can be selected by pressing the same 

key the required number of times.

The measurement field contains the individual measurements of the 

measuring program with reference to a series of separate distance measu-
5Leica DISTO™ D8 767718a en Start-up
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rements. Three lines are provided for this. A horizontal line separates the 

measurement field and the result bar from one another. A red triangle indi-

cates whether the selected measuring program has a detailed display avai-

lable.

1 Program selection with measurement instructions

2 Program selection submenu

3 Level

4 Timer

5 Measurement field

6 Result bar

7 Detailed display

8 Status bar with (Laser ON, Reference plane, Display Long range mode, 

Offset, Plus / Minus, Battery status)

Display in "digital pointfinder" mode
Digital pointfinder (4x zoom)
The device has an integral digital pointfinder, which shows the target 

directly on the display. The displayed crosshairs allow precise measure-

ments to be made even though the laser beam is not visible. See drawing 

{F.2}

The integral coloured digital pointfinder is a great help outdoors and can 

be used in every function. Longer distances and precise measurements on 

detailed surfaces can even be accomplished in bright sunlight without any 

problem.

The 4x zoom allows the image to be magnified to suit the user's require-

ments.

Press the  key to activate the zoom function. Press the  key again 

to operate in a 1x, 2x or up to 4x zoom view.

The brightness of the viewfinder can be adjusted through 5 levels using the 

 key or the  key.

Parallax errors occur when the digital pointfinder is used on close 
targets, the laser dot may appear displaced in the crosshair. In this case you 
should rely on the actual laser dot for targeting the object.

See drawing {F.2}

1 Zoom step (1x, 2x, 4x)

2 Timer

3 Level (in °)

4 Crosshairs

5 Inclination angle

6 Distance tracking value

7 Image

Menu functions

Settings
Various device settings can be made in the menu. A vertical list shows each 

entry. In this menu the selection field (cursor) remains stationary and the 

list moves in a vertical direction. Starting from the centre of the list, the 

priority of list entries starts at the top and fans out clockwise. See drawing 

{G}.

The menu contains following items:

1 Units of measurement (distance)

2 Units of measurement (angle)

3 Display illumination

4 Long range mode

5 Tripod

6 Beep
6Menu functions Leica DISTO™ D8 767718a en



N

F

E

P

E7 Offset

8 Digital Pointfinder image in black/white

9 Level in status field (in °)

10 Reset

11 Calibrate tilt sensor

Navigation in the menu
The menu allows settings to be customized for a particular user or appli-

cation. 

General description
Press and hold the  key to enter the Setup menu.

By pressing the  or  keys, navigate through the main menu items 

in the menu.

Press the  key briefly to enter the submenu of the selected main 

menu item.

By pressing the  or  keys you can make the alterations in the 

submenu.

Press and hold the  key to accept the settings.

Pressing the  button for longer in the menu allows you to quit the 

settings function without saving.

Setting the unit for distance measurements
The following units can  be set:

Setting the unit for tilt measurements
The following units can be set for tilt measurements:

Distance Area Volume
1.1 0.0000 m 0.000 m² 0.000 m³

1.2 0.000 m 0.000 m² 0.000 m³

1.3 0.00 m 0.000 m² 0.000 m³

1.4 0.00 ft 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.5 0'00'' 1/32 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.6 0'00'' 1/16 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.7 0'00'' 1/8 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.8 0'00'' 1/4 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.9 0.0 in 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.10 0 1/32
 in 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.11 0 1/16
 in 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.12 0 1/8 in 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.13 0 1/4
 in 0.00 ft² 0.00 ft³

1.14 0.000 yd 0.000 yd² 0.000 yd³

Units for tilt
2.1 ± 90.0°
2.2 ± 180.0°
2.3 360.0°
2.4 0.00 %
2.5 0.0 mm/m
2.6 0.00 in/ft
7Leica DISTO™ D8 767718a en Menu functions
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Display illumination ( )
The brightness of the display has six levels of adjustment. Step 6 is the 

brightest and step 1 is the darkest setting.

Long range Mode ( )
Unfavourable conditions (strong sunlight or a very weak reflective target 

surface) may reduce the range of the device, in spite of this the long range 

mode allows you to take measurements over longer distances. The use of 

a tripod and measurement initiation by pressing the  key are recom-

mended when measurements over 30m are made over longer time periods 

in these conditions. (For details see Technical specifications)

The settings are reset when the device is switched off.

Measuring with the tripod ( )
The reference point may be adjusted to the tripod mount if the user 

requires a measurement from the actual mounting grommit versus the 

front or back of the DISTO. To do this select the  symbol in this menu 

item. You can switch the reference on the tripod on or off. The setting can 

be seen on the display .

We recommend that measurements are initiated using the  
key when using the device on a tripod in order to prevent loss of 
sharpness.

The settings are reset when the device is switched off.

Beep ( )
You can switch the beep on or off.

Offset ( )
An offset adds or subtracts a specified value automatically to or from all 

measurements. This function allows tolerances to be taken into account 

(e.g. unfinished dimensions compared with finished dimensions). If you 

selected the Offset function in the menu, you can now adjust the value 

using the  or the  key. Pressing the key for longer increases the 

rate of change of the values. When you reach the desired offset value, 

confirm it with the  key. The display shows the appropriate symbol 

 or  for as long as the offset value is set.

Digital pointfinder image black / white ( )
The display in pointfinder mode can be changed to black / white.

Level in status field ( )
The Level (in °) in status field can be switched on or off.

Reset - returning the instrument to the factory 
settings ( )
The instrument has a Reset function. If you select the menu function Reset 

and confirm, the device returns to the factory settings and stack and 

memory are deleted.

All customised settings and stored values are also lost.
8Menu functions Leica DISTO™ D8 767718a en
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ECalibrate the tilt sensor ( )
You can calibrate the tilt sensor in the device. Calibration requires two 

measurements on a level surface.

Select calibration mode in the menu .

1 Carry out a first measurement  on a level surface. The device 

confirms the measurement with .

2 Rotate the device horizontally through 180° .

3 Press the  key and confirm that the device was rotated through 

180°.

4 Press the  key and take the second measurement. The device 

confirms the measurement with .

The tilt sensor is calibrated.

Operation

Switching on and off
Switches on the instrument and laser. The display shows the 
battery symbol until the next button is pressed.
Pressing this button for longer switches the instrument off.
The instrument switches off automatically after six minutes of 
inactivity.

CLEAR button
 The last action is cancelled. While making area or volume measure-

ments, each single measurement can be deleted and remeasured in series.

Reference setting
The default reference setting is from the rear of the instrument.

 Press this button to take the next measurement from the front edge 

. A special beep sounds whenever the reference setting is changed.

After a measurement the reference returns automatically to the default 

setting (rear reference). See figure {H}. 

 Press this button for longer the front reference is set permanently.

 Press this button, the rear reference is set again.

Measuring

Single distance measurement
 Press to activate the laser. Press again to trigger the distance measu-

rement. 

The result is displayed immediately.

Minimum/maximum measurement
This function allows the user to measure the minimum or maximum 

distance from a fixed measuring point. It can also be used to determine 

spacings. See figure {I}

This function is commonly used to measure room diagonals (maximum 

values) or horizontal distances (minimum values).

 Press and hold down this button until you hear a beep. Then slowly 

sweep the laser back and forth and up and down over the desired target 

point - (e.g. into the corner of a room).

 Press to stop continuous measurement. The values for maximum and 

minimum distances are shown in the display as well as the last measured 

value in the summary line.
9Leica DISTO™ D8 767718a en Operation
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Laser continuous ( )
Press and hold down the  key when switching on the device until the 

 character appears permanently in the display and a beep sounds. Every 

further press of the  key releases a distance measurement.

Press the  key and keep it pressed to switch the device and Laser 

continuous operation off.

If the laser is in continuous operation mode, the device
switches off automatically after 15 minutes.

Functions

Overview of the program icons

Addition / subtraction
Distance measuring.

 The next measurement is added to the previous one.

 The next measurement is subtracted from the previous one.

This process can be repeated as required. 

 Press this button and the result is then always shown in the summary 

line with the previous value in the second line.

 The last step is cancelled.

Measuring program Icon Measurement
1 - 2 - 3 

Detail display
1 - 2 - 3 

Simple distance measure-
ment
Area measurement

 
Volume measurement

    
Trapezoid measurement 
1 (using three distances)    
Trapezoid measurement 
2 (using two distances 
and one angle)

  

Pythagorean calculation 
1   
Pythagorean calculation 
2     
Pythagorean calculation 
3    

Inclination measurement

Direct horizontal 
distance   

  
Double 
tilt measurement 1     

  
(in the same quadrants)

  

  
Double 
tilt measurement 2     
Triangular area measure-
ment    
Staking out function

    
Profile measurement   

Measuring program Icon Measurement
1 - 2 - 3 

Detail display
1 - 2 - 3 
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